
Focus Area 24: Respiratory Diseases 
 
Objective 24-10 targets an overall reduction in the chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) death rate for persons aged 45 years and over to 60.0 per 
100,000 population. 
 
California’s COPD death rates were 124.3 per 100,000 population aged 45 and 
over in 2000, 123.2 in 2001, 116.0 in 2002, and 119.1 in 2003 based on data 
extracted from the Death Statistical Master Files (Figure 24-10, Table 24-10).  
Although declining from 2000-2002, these rates are significantly higher than the 
HP2010 target and the COPD objective for the total population aged 45 and over 
is not being achieved. 
 
California data by race and ethnicity show that the highest reliable COPD death 
rates for persons aged 45 and over were found for Whites (153.4 per 100,000 in 
2000, 152.6 in 2001, 144.8 in 2002, and 149.4 in 2003).  The next highest COPD 
death rates were found for African Americans/Blacks (103.3 per 100,000 in 2000, 
106.6 in 2001, 106.3 in 2002, and 101.8 in 2003), for American Indians/Alaska 
Natives (105.5 per 100,000 in 2000, 85.2 in 2001, 97.2 in 2002, and 75.9 in 
2003), and for Pacific Islanders (95.5 per 100,000 in 2002).  The HP2010 
objective is being achieved for the Asian population aged 45 and over (54.2 per 
100,000 in 2000, 52.7 in 2001, 48.5 in 2002, and 50.8 in 2003), and for the 
Hispanic/Latino population (46.2 per 100,000 in 2000, 50.1 in 2001, 44.0 in 2002, 
and 48.2 in 2003).  Death rates for the “Multirace” population were unreliable due 
to the small number of events, except in 2003 when the COPD death rate was 
38.1 per 100,000 population aged 45 and over.   
 
COPD death rates for males aged 45 and over (139.0 per 100,000 in 2000, 132.6 
in 2001, 124.5 in 2002, and 128.0 in 2003) were significantly higher than death 
rates for females (113.6 per 100,000 in 2000, 116.2 in 2001, 109.5 in 2002, and 
112.2 in 2003), and were more than twice the HP2010 target of 60.0 per 100,000 
population.  This HP2010 objective is not being achieved for either males or 
females as of 2003. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California
For more information on COPD in California, visit the Prevention Services   
Web site at: 
 
     http://www.dhs.ca.gov/ps/ 
 
 
For more information on Healthy People 2010 objective 24-10, please visit: 
 
http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/HTML/Volume2/24Respiratory.htm#_Toc489704825 
 
and 
 
http://www.healthypeople.gov/Document/html/tracking/od24.htm#copd 
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Figure 24-10
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Death Rates

Among Persons Aged 45 and Over
California, 2000-2003
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Among Persons Aged 45 and Over

COPD Deaths*, Ages 45 and Over            2000             2001
Lower Upper Lower Upper

N Rate1 95% C.I. 95% C.I. N Rate1 95% C.I. 95% C.I.

Healthy People 2010 Objective 24-10 60.0 60.0

CALIFORNIA TOTAL 12,550 124.3 122.2 126.5 12,844 123.2 121.1 125.4

Race-Ethnicity
   African American/Black 560 103.3 94.7 111.9 603 106.6 98.0 115.2
   American Indian/Alaska Native 46 105.5 74.3 136.7 41 85.2 58.8 111.6
   Asian 555 54.2 49.7 58.7 579 52.7 48.4 57.0
   Pacific Islander 18 DSU ------ ------ 15 DSU ------ ------
   Hispanic/Latino 644 46.2 42.6 49.8 747 50.1 46.4 53.7
   White 10,707 153.4 150.5 156.3 10,840 152.6 149.8 155.5
   Multirace 13 DSU ------ ------ 15 DSU ------ ------

Gender
   Female 6,547 113.6 110.8 116.3 6,825 116.2 113.4 118.9
   Male 6,003 139.0 135.4 142.5 5,951 132.6 129.2 136.0

COPD Deaths*, Ages 45 and Over            2002             2003
Lower Upper Lower Upper

N Rate1 95% C.I. 95% C.I. N Rate1 95% C.I. 95% C.I.

Healthy People 2010 Objective 24-10 60.0 60.0

CALIFORNIA TOTAL 12,457 116.0 113.9 118.0 13,169 119.1 117.0 121.1

Race-Ethnicity
   African American/Black 624 106.3 97.9 114.7 624 101.8 93.7 109.8
   American Indian/Alaska Native 56 97.2 71.3 123.1 52 75.9 54.8 97.1
   Asian 560 48.5 44.5 52.5 613 50.8 46.7 54.8
   Pacific Islander 21 95.5 53.8 137.2 20 DSU ------ ------
   Hispanic/Latino 697 44.0 40.7 47.3 809 48.2 44.9 51.6
   White 10,479 144.8 142.1 147.6 10,989 149.4 146.6 152.2
   Multirace 13 DSU ------ ------ 44 38.1 26.7 49.4

Gender
   Female 6,678 109.5 106.9 112.1 7,011 112.2 109.6 114.8
   Male 5,779 124.5 121.3 127.8 6,158 128.0 124.8 131.2

SOURCES: CA Department of Health Services, Center for Health Statistics, Death Statistical Master Files, 2000-2003;
                      CA Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, Population Projections by Race/Ethnicity for
                         California and Its Counties 2000-2050, May 2004.
NOTES:    *  Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) deaths defined by ICD-10 codes J40-J47.
            DSU = Data Statistically Unreliable due to small number of events.
          1 Rates are per 100,000 population aged 45 and over, age-adjusted using the 2000 U.S. Standard Population.

Table 24-10
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Deaths and Death Rates

California, 2000-2003
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